Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.2.
In the title compound, C 19 H 28 O 2 , the A ring adopts a chair conformation. Both the B and C rings adopt envelope conformations with the C atoms common to both rings and adjacent to the carbonyl and hydroxyl groups, respectively, lying 0.604 (3) and 0.634 (3) Å out of the mean planes defined by the remaining five C atoms of rings B and C, respectively (r.m.s. deviations = 0.0100 and 0.0157 Å , respectively). The formation of linear supramolecular C(7) chains along the a axis mediated by hydroxy-O-HÁ Á ÁO(carbonyl) hydrogen bonds is the most prominent feature of the crystal packing.
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Comment Natural diterpenes exhibit a wide range of biological activities such as neuroprotectives (Guo et al., 2011) and as anti-plasmodials and anti-trypanocidals (Slusarczyk et al., 2011) . While aiming at the synthesis of some hydrophenanthrene diterpenes, a series of new intermediates were obtained and among them was the title compound (Ferreira, 2002) , (I), which has been characterized crystallographically. 
Experimental
The detailed synthesis of the title compound is described in a Ph.D. thesis (Ferreira, 2002) . Crystals were grown by slow evaporation from its hexane solution held at 293 K. 2; 141.8; 136.0; 118.3; 71.0; 53.9; 53.1; 37.6; 36.7; 36.7; 33.6; 29.0; 27.5; 26.1; 26.0; 25.2; 21.4; 21.4 Analysis found: C 78.98, H 9.79%. C 19 H 28 O 2 requires: C 79.12, H 9.79%.
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å; O-H = 0.82 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl-C,O). The absolute structure was based on that of a starting material used in the synthesis (Ferreira, 2002) . In the absence of significant anamolous dispersion effects, 287 Friedel pairs were merged in the final refinement cycles.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of compound (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level (arbitrary spheres for the H atoms). 
